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o Vashti incited the king’s

o Esther elicits his

Esther 5:1-2

On the third day Esther put on her royal robes
and stood in the inner court of the king’s palace,
in front of the king’s quarters, while the king was
sitting on his royal throne inside the throne room
opposite the entrance to the palace. 2 And when

the king saw Queen Esther standing in the court,

she won favor in his sight, and he held out to
Esther the golden scepter that was in his hand.
Then Esther approached and touched the tip of
the scepter.

Esther 5:3-5

3And the king said to her, “What is it, Queen
Esther? What is your request? It shall be given
you, even to the half of my kingdom.” 4 And
Esther said, “If it please the king, let the king and
Haman come today to a feast that | have
prepared for the king.” s Then the king said,
“Bring Haman quickly, so that we may do as
Esther has asked.” So the king and Haman
came to the feast that Esther had prepared.

13 H ’)’!
e Even up to half the kingdom...
o “Ifit please the king...”
e “Bring Haman quickly...”

e Not simply
the clothes of a queen
e She is putting on her

e She appears now as

e This is meant to contrast with

in Chapter 1
e Estheris now at
of the king
e Esther and Vashti:
o Both

o Vashti was summoned,
but refused

o Esther was NOT
summoned, but appears
before the king

Esther 5:6-8

6 And as they were drinking wine after the feast,
the king said to Esther, “What is your wish? It
shall be granted you. And what is your request?
Even to the half of my kingdom, it shall be
fulfilled.” 7 Then Esther answered, “My wish and
my request is: g If | have found favor in the sight
of the king, and if it please the king to grant my
wish and fulfill my request, let the king and
Haman come to the feast that | will prepare for
them, and tomorrow | will do as the king has
said.”

13 1 H ”»

e “My wish and my request...”
e “If | have found favor...”

Why does Esther delay in asking the
king to save the Jews?

Lesson 5: A Tale of Two Schemes
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Esther 5:9

9 And Haman went out that day joyful and glad of
heart. But when Haman saw Mordecai in the
king’'s gate, that he neither rose nor trembled
before him, he was filled with wrath against
Mordecai.

A Tale of Two Hamans

How many of us have let that one
person, or thing, hijack our mood,
attitude, or joy?

13 Yet all this is worth nothing to me, so long as |
see Mordecai the Jew sitting at the king's gate.”

«yet All This is Worth Nothing t
Me...”
e Haman places the
of Mordecai above all the riches
of his life

Esther 5:14-15

14 Then his wife Zeresh and all his friends said to
him, “Let a gallows fifty cubits high be made,
and in the morning tell the king to have Mordecai
hanged upon it. Then go joyfully with the king to
the feast.” This idea pleased Haman, and he
had the gallows made.

Esther 5:10-12

10 Nevertheless, Haman restrained himself and
went home, and he sent and brought his friends
and his wife Zeresh. 11 And Haman recounted to
them the splendor of his riches, the number of
his sons, all the promotions with which the king
had honored him, and how he had advanced
him above the officials and the servants of the
king. 12 Then Haman said, “Even Queen Esther
let no one but me come with the king to the feast
she prepared. And tomorrow also | am invited by
her together with the king.

e The splendor of
e The number of
e Allthe
e He had
beyond all officials & servants
e The queen
invited ONLY Haman

Esther 5:13

More Bad Advice

How would you describe the advice of
the different groups of advisors through
the first 5 chapters of Esther?

Two Schemes, Two Fates
Esther:

Haman:

Final Thoughts

Esther’s plan may seem passive, or
even indirect. But she seems to be
proceeding through a prayerfully
considered approach, allowing God to
influence the circumstances.
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